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Susanna Wesley

(20 Jan 1669 — 23 July 1742)

Susanna Annesley, was the daughter of Dr. Samuel Annesley and Mary White,
and the mother of John and Charles Wesley. ...although she never preached a
sermon or published a book or founded a church, (she) is known as the Mother
of Methodism.

As a wife and mother in a small 18th century English parish Susanna Wesley
herself received little recognition for how she managed her household, raised
and educated more than a dozen children and coped with a sometimes
impecunious, idealistic and occasionally difficult clergyman husband. Yet from
her personal influence and loving home came a son who would experience a
spiritual awakening and use that inspiration to begin a ministry that would fill a
void in the national spiritual life and also develop into a worldwide church.
Indeed, it might be said that the movement called Methodism had its
| foundations in the home of Susanna Wesley.

Born on January 20, 1669, as the daughter of a London pastor and the youngest
of 25 children, Susanna Annesley was quite familiar with both a clergymans
household and large families.

Susanna was educated at home, with her lessons supplemented by the

intellectual atmosphere of her father's many scholarly visitors. One of these was
the son of a Dissenting minister, Samuel Wesley, then a student.
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